PRESS RELEASE

“So How Come I Got It Then?”  

a multi-media installation by Lorna Brunstein
Walcot Chapel, Bath 

Opens Saturday 21 October 3pm – Ends Sunday 29 October 1pm

Opening Hours: 10 – 6 daily. Thursday until 8pm

“So How Come I Got It Then?”  is a large multi-media piece that offers a journey into past, present and inherited trauma through the experience of a breast cancer and second generation Holocaust survivor. The installation consists of 3 booths within a black draped space. Each booth combines sound, image and decorated surfaces to create an immersive and deeply engaging environment for the visitor. The artwork is about terror and mortality in everyday life and offers an exploration of trust and betrayal within a family haunted by a horrific past. “So How Come I Got It Then?”  will be exhibited at Walcot Chapel in Bath from 21 to 29 October 2006 and is timed to coincide with Breast Cancer Awareness Week.

The artist, Lorna Brunstein, is a second generation Holocaust survivor. Both her parents arrived in the UK as young refugees: their parents and most of their families had been killed in the Nazi death camps. Brunstein had grown up with parents who had survived the Holocaust, and had come to believe that no more horrors could happen to her family. In 2001 she was diagnosed with breast cancer and, in light of the family history, the diagnosis of breast cancer was particularly traumatic for Lorna. The title of the installation can be understood as a rhetorical question to her father, “So How Come I Got It Then?

“In an increasingly unsettled world we are each becoming unsettled in our sense of who we are and who we have become. I believe that somewhere we all carry memories of past generations, loss and dislocation. My intention is to engage visitors with these issues by providing them with sounds and images that maybe will have resonances in their own experiences.”  Lorna Brunstein

At the time of diagnosis the Consultant asked if there was any breast cancer in her family. Brunstein did not know, all the women in her family had been killed and the collective women’s memory had died with them. This one question underlined the impact of the Holocaust on her family at a time when she was battling for her own survival. The idea for the artwork came out of that experience.

“I need to be able to look at my past and try to make sense of who I am now and how I can go forward … Using installation I am beginning to find a new way of working to explore the overwhelming feelings of terror and mortality so predominant in my family’s history.” Lorna Brunstein
“So How Come I Got It Then?’ touches on universal truths. In this piece I am trying to give a language to the unspeakable – the fears we all have of terror, fear of dying, leaving our children, leaving our parents or being left alone. I am addressing the perceived infallibility of parents’ words and their desires to protect their children. In this work I will be questioning my father’s unshaken belief that there would never be any cancer in our family. I believed him. He died. I got cancer. Hence the title, ‘So How Come I Got It Then?’  Lorna Brunstein
As well as raising the profile of the legacy left by trauma and passed down the generations, Lorna hopes to raise awareness of breast cancer. She hopes that it will open up a wider and deeper discussion of the impact of breast cancer on women and their families. Brunstein believes that documenting the treatment for an artwork has helped in her survival.

“ ‘So How Come I Got It Then?’ is also about survival and health, one element is my survival from cancer. The high incidence of breast cancer and the timing of the installation will, I hope, attract visitors who perhaps would not otherwise go to an art exhibition. Focussing on documenting and recording the process of the treatment helped me psychologically; my Oncologist and I believe this aided recovery.” Lorna Brunstein 

This exhibition has been awarded Grants for the Arts funding by Arts Council England and is in support of the charity Breast Cancer Campaign. Visitors to the exhibition will be able to make donations to Breast Cancer Campaign during the week.

For further information, press prints or to arrange an interview please contact:     

Lorna Brunstein on 01225 447205 or at post@polka.ndo.co.uk

